The South China Sea is belonging to western part of Sunda shelf which consisted of shallow water in the southern part and deep water in the northern part area. 
INTRODUCTION
The South China Sea is a continental shelf belongs tothewestern partof the Sunda Shelf with theaverage depth of 70 m, flat bottom, and with stratification of water mass by seasons (Wyrtki, 1961) . As part of the Sunda Shelf, the South China Sea is shallows water and has no plain base topography, so it is not enable to divide the column waters according to the depth. The area of South China Sea belong to lndonesia is estimated 595,000 km2 (South China Sea, 1979; Cholik ef a/., 1995) .
Recently, the development of fisheries resources exploitation leads to a competition, since the hitech vessels allowed to operate in the Indonesian exclusive economic zone of South China Sea, whereas the fisheries activities are concentrated in the coastal area and in surrounding waters of several small islands.
Consequently, both fishing pressure and competition among fishers forthe resource in the area will increase and may accelerate conflicts among them.
were dominated by small pelagic fish resources which were exploited by purse seine fishery. The contribution of the pelagic catch is approximately at around 45o/o of total landed (Anon., 2002) . A previous acoustic study carried out by Johanesson & Mitson (1985) showed that the estimated densities as an indicator of abundance fluctuated by the season.
Recent study based on landing sites around South
China Sea on all groups of demersal, small pelagic and crustacean species and estimated trough surplus production models showed that the resources has already heavily exploited (Anon., 2006 carried out in 1978, 1985, 1994, and 2002 showed fisfr resourcesi 2) to identify the catch composition of that the fish resources consrsted of typical tropicat ;;il*"; fish; and 3) to observe some biotogical shallow oceanic waters species i.e. demersalr,s,lall ;;r;;;i;r of some demersat fish with emphasize on pelagic and shrimp resources. A few existing fishery iir" 
Research Vessel and Equipments
The cruises were carried out using the research vessel M. V. SEAFDEC 2, with specification is a207 gross tonnage, 32.5 m in length, and 7 .2 m in wide.
The gearand equipments used were fisheries acoustic instruments, bottom trawlfishing, squid jigging, bongo paired plankton net and oceanographic equipments. 
